Semi Custom Invitation Handbook

Congratulations
on your wedding!
IT’S NICE TO MEET YOU

Clover Calligraphy & Press started out as a calligraphy
studio, specializing in pointed pen calligraphy.
After taking many different classes to continue her
education, Kelli discovered the art of letterpress
printing. She purchased a small tabletop press
from Ebay in November of 2021 and took an online
letterpress course from Swell Press. A vintage
Chandler & Price 10x15 press became available in her
area, so Kelli purchased it in February of 2022 and
made a home for it in her garage. The letterpress has
affectionately been named Joan Holloway Harris, after
the character in Mad Men.
Clover Calligraphy & Press combines the vintage
methods of pointed pen calligraphy and letterpress
printing with modern applications. Modern technology
allows us to digitize traditional calligraphy scripts,
turn them in to a special plate, and print them with an
antique press.
We are honored that you’re considering incorporating
these beautiful art forms in to your wedding!

Letterpress is a type of relief printing that involves
pressing a design directly on to a piece of paper.
Traditionally, individual letters, called type, are
lined up and gently printed on the surface of the
paper (called a “kiss”). This is how newspapers
and books were conventionally printed. It was
considered bad form to have any sort of impression.
Now that digital printing is the norm, letterpress
printing with an impression (called a “bite”) has
increased in popularity. There’s just something
about the experience of holding a textured piece of
paper with a beautiful design pressed in.
Letterpress does have its limitations. Each design
is turned in to a photopolymer plate. The plate is
then mounted to the press, where rollers cover it in
ink. The plate then meets the paper and creates the
impression.
Only one color can be printed at a time. For a
second color, or even a blind impression (where no
ink is used), the press must be cleaned, the plate will
need to be replaced, and the paper placement must
be lined up perfectly. This process results in a longer
timeline than digital printing, but don’t most good
things take time?

What is letterpress?

What’s included
Each suite includes:
• main invitation
• details card
• rsvp card
• main envelope & liner
• white cotton rsvp envelope
• digital printing envelope addressing
• digital printing return addressing
• choice of font and/or calligraphy

The main invitation, details card, and RSVP card
are all printed on our vintage Chandler & Price
letterpress.

Every order is carefully packaged and shipped
to you via USPS with a tracking number. Rush
shipping and alternate carriers are available for
an additional fee.
We do not mail invitation suites, but will include
detailed instructions so you can mail them to
your guests.

Additional Services
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

Envelope Calligraphy
Additional $2.00 each for outer main
		
envelope
allow an additional 1 - 2 weeks
Letterpress Return Address
$2.50 per suite
the same plate will be used for the rsvp 		
envelope return address and main 			
envelope back flap return address
Wax Seal
Starting at $2.50 each
Inner Envelope With Guest Name(s)
Digital Printing $2.00 each
Hand Written Calligraphy $3.00 each
Custom Illustrated Letterpress Map
Starting at $400
Vintage Stamps
We work with Little Postage House
to source the best selection of
vintage stamps
Letterpress Thank You Cards
We can design thank you cards to match 		
your invitation suite, or you can purchase
a set of pre printed thank you cards from 		
our website shop
Day of Stationery
We can work with you to create menus, 		
welcome cards, reserved signs, etc. 			
to match your invitation suite

The Claire Suite

The Claire Suite is sleek yet bold, and
shines with a modern hand written
calligraphy script.
Pricing starts at $1,200 for up to 50 guests,
which includes one ink color.
If you’d like additional colors or a blind impression, pricing starts at $1,800 for up to
50 guests

The Sasha Suite

The Sasha Suite includes lily artwork
that is perfect for a tropical wedding. A
coordinating lily envelope liner makes a
perfect pair.
pricing starts at $1,500 for up to 50 guests
One ink color is included. If you’d like
additional colors, or for the lily artwork to
be printed as a blind impression, pricing
starts at $2,000 for up to 50 guests

The Belle Suite

The Belle Suite is the most traditional
suite in the collection. Perfect for a New
England or nautical themed wedding, it can
be customized to be as formal or informal
as you’d like.
Pricing starts at $1,500 for up to 50 guests,
which includes one ink color.
If you’d like additional colors, or for the
seashell artwork to be printed as a blind
impression, pricing starts at $2,000 for up
to 50 guests

The Meadow Suite

The Meadow Suite is minimal with clean
lines. The blind impression border adds
texture and style.
Pricing starts at $1,500 for up to 50 suites,
which includes one ink color.
If you’d like additional colors or a blind impression, pricing starts at $1,800 for up to
50 guests

The Zoe Suite

The Zoe suite is classic and bright. It looks
beautiful with a font or calligraphy!
Pricing starts at $1,200 for up to 50 guests,
which includes one ink color.
If you’d like additional colors, or to add a
border or artwork, pricing starts at $1,800
for up to 50 guests

Ink and Paper
Letterpress ink is transparent and prints best on white or light colored
uncoated cotton paper or handmade paper.
Metallic ink is not recommended for letterpress. Uncoated paper and
transparent ink absorbs light rather than reflects it. Gold ink specifically has a
slight green/olive undertone.
If you’re interested in a shiny gold ink, we can discuss options such as
outsourcing foil printing or thermography.
We use a hybrid ink from Southern Ink Co which combines the best of rubber
and oil based inks. We can mix nearly any color from the Pantone guide.
When filling out your form, just let us know what color ink you want (ex.
“navy,” “sage green,” “hot pink”) and we will do our best to closely match that
color on your proof. You can also list your color choice from the Pantone guide
There is an option to upload documents on the form; feel free to attach a
mood board or a photo of the color you love.
All main invitations are printed on 220lb cotton paper, and all additional
insert cards (such as the details and RSVP card) are printed on thinner 110lb
paper.
You have the option to substitue all paper for 220lb or handmade paper for an
additional charge.
220lb cotton paper will start at an additional $200 charge. Handmade paper
with deckled edges will start at an additional $400 charge. We do not keep
handmade paper regularly stocked and will result in additional time to
complete your project as it does take the artists time to make it by hand.

Envelopes & Liners
Every suite includes a main envelope
with your choice of liner in addition
to an RSVP envelope. You may choose
the color of your main envelope
and the liner pattern or solid color.
We will match the color of the liner
as closely as possible to the main
envelope color, unless otherwise
specified on your intake form.
We generally source our envelopes
from Cards & Pockets; however,
there have been supply chain issues
which may require us to search for
a comparable color/stock elsewhere.
We may ask you to choose one or
two backup colors in case your first
choice is unavailable.
RSVP envelopes are pearl white or
fluorescent white unless otherwise
discussed.

Ready to get started?
Reach out and we will send you a form to capture
your information. After you fill it out, we’ll send a
quote/proposal and contract.
Once approved, the design process begins and you
will receive a proof within 5 - 7 business days

